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Behaviour and Dying Words 
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' WILLIAM DODD, LLD. 


STO havin 8 Ame eſtabliſhed it 

as a law, that the Ordinary of Newgate 

hat give the Public ſome account of con- 
victs who ſuffer death by the laws of their 


country, if ſuch convicts have been by their 


birth, education, or particular ſpheres of 


action, diſtinguiſhed from the multitude, and 


thereby attracted the attention of the public, 

I find myſelf under a painful neceſſity of 
5 ſaying ſomething concerning the unhappy 
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William:Dodd;-LLD; he ws executed. 
e PFridiy\ the 25th of June, 027559007 Ab it 
was the. deſire of the Doctor, that if any 
account of his life ſhould be publiſhed, it 
ſhould be done by his brother and the Rev. 


Mr. Butler his Sitka friend,” who. has been 
intimately acquainted with him: and” * = 


10 An 


nexions for 1 many years paſt, and the Pi 1 1 
ba ave been already told in the n news-pa me 


no other account ſhall be regarded mr then 5 


tic but 1 what may. TUG? be publiftiea * : 


thele Pen emen, 1 ſhall' Rae faying an 
thing ; of bim, but what natural ariſes ech 
5 time t that I, to my Treat Hef Was Stet 


a necellity of GER ol Se With Hifi, 


T7 


_ of — attention to the ſtate of fs | 
mind in Newgate, . My particular acquaint- 
BO ene ed OD Bites having 
regcined Fntence of death, en bs Ent me 
dhe following card., Is 5b 28918 B GU 21911 IT. 


eee, Satiirday, Four G. lgek. 
. 4 al \ LILS p | E A 
"> Yr. Dode's refpeds' to Me, Vile: 
1 } 8 28 
"and he . hh it A 175 ng "be. "wil 
Ki e him, Whether there i is a facrament 


Po 1 Of 
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at. the chapel to-morrow ; and if there is, 
« Dr, odd "iid be glad to attend; and 


3 1 | 1 wm would - 


G 5.) 
ec © would eſteenajt.a vety/great favor, if Me; 
V. would be kind enough to call upon him 


tt in the morning, And permit him ee 


2 him to r rp , l \ Lic 1 Il 608 
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From this time my chief acquai ntange 


began with the Dor, and my viſits became : 


more frequent i in proportion as the time of 
his death drew nearer. I had heard that his 


behayiour i in gaol had been very trifling, and ; 


| his employment very improper for. a 17 5 in 
his Wa fi Ituation, ; but the following 8 letter 
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bene ene, NM „Wo al Baia 


NE In 00 0 dileguence o of” "ou? - Eonverſation, 1 
. pie peruſe RofelPs book® With artentivit. 


te There is a great deal of 800d matter in dt, 


£ but, ill-digeſted,,; and often very ill expreſſed, 


< I haye been at much pains 90 e what 


appeared to me erroneous, to range 
$6 hat i is irregular and 0 To y the 


„III 27 5 
« e 1 pare ſpent many .hours in an en- 
Born 98 te 118 


eayour 
ho &e #1 ONS N 14 "1 ED) 
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* A book of devotions fo the | uſe of priſoners. 
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<« : deayour to rend er. his work Gore uniform, 

and. con ſequentiy more ulefül. Hoy far 

er 1 bave ſucceeded, I cannot tell; for] freely, 
* o to you, that his wultiplicity of, chaotic. 
6 matter has often fo entangled and perplexed 
me, chat 1 have been ſcarce maſteriof m my 
Low ideas, and I verily believe could have 
& compoſed a work on the ſubject with leſs 
trouble than it has coſt me to revile this. 
4. And after all, I am doubtfut whether'the : 
<:upthot of the matter, in this arranjy 12 ent, 
Twin not de the ſame with me” 26 a with aſe 


=, 6 Foy 


Wi Nee add to, and reſdt m an an  batttite, 


"26 ir 


<whic Þ, after all, is but an | andin 

"= the end commonly turns 20 as "expeiitive, 

« * though by no means 10 nn as, as 

0 12 entirely new would have proved: | "Of 
& this, however, : you, Sir, ald be . 

& 3 275 e n 'thels head 


F my pls 


42 0 1 late. Had He been welter of | 
| nore Teiſure, or longer time, T ink 1 
cc Cit made the book better, and more 


„ calculated to anſwer its Humane defifn. 
« A; 
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* As it is, and Slickous 0 1 Am to itnprove 
« every moment in my preſent a Ul Mate, 


« you will accept what 1 have done, 28 4 


* little tribute of my good-will to yon; And 
eas a proof that 1 am deſirous, 1 in. eyery f ſitu- 
« ation, ta d do all i in my humble power to 


* 140. 


« contribute 2 mite to the 'beſt welfare of 


* my{follow-ctcatufes./ It does not become 
« me. to adviſe or preſcribe to you, but 1 


« ſhould think, if you found my improve- 
ments of conſequence, Nil. heightened by 


<« any oblethations of your own, or any other 
«  forions ald diſerete clergyman, it mighit 


Abe well to publilh the boek with che tons 
<. ferit, and under, Ek Känction of the Tor- 
"a xdon, "who ate erer raady 


1401 901 


185 
* to Promote. works calculated for the real 


« benefit of in ankind. ETD) | Leould wilt that 4 
ce . to my N 


2 5881 ee r 


* work perhaps, from the ſad fingulariry 
wo my un fe ortunate f e ir may 


moch better labvars of "another e. 
bs d rel Hy On Rag 


75777 


0 you, 1 e bs Pehl de che q 


13). 


That God may bleſs and aſſiſt you in the 
ic due performance of your doleful, but 'ne+ 
<'ceſſary and important office, is, r * 
* fervent — TTL: 
AN 12 5 << Your dying brother, I 16 5 


(ln our common Lord) 
748 See | 


ihe: WILLIAM 4.4 * | 
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"Daring his WY os Wy in gaol, he. Uxed 
with great temperance, though he might, (as 
he himſelf faid) have lived luxucioully, 

' through the benevolence. of his 1 1 5 
: whats kiodneſs and e for him eG 


Ang his 6 dire fituation c comiortatle thro 
tht bamarity.,, e et 
From the time Wo hie conypmgnt, he 
was entirely freed from any care out bis 
| ſupport, his known, and even unh ow 
friends, providing abundantiy for h i, and 
bis gratitude on this account was teſtified 
upon every occalion. - The. zeal and-ardent- 


- wiſhes of ſome of them, which they could 


not 


$9) 


det but g diſooyer, led them ar 


y, hefore. the, order for e 


4 


miſſion to the hope of not being included in 


the death warrant, and thus, by the intruſion 


of fear, he had à very diſtreſſed night before 
the order came; and being thereby much 
agitated, and anxious to know the reſult of 
the rer. „Be us not well prepared for the 
dreadful news. * His friends, deſirous to 
40 da fot bin with the deciſion ET the Pri vy- 
Shed 6 nas foft fe oft a manner as polbbſe, began 


5 85 eln Wo! vim by degrees 3, Hut, b. he 15 
ed them to tel bim the truth, tor 
90 5 rt Faith . 15 
w by their c quntenances 15 «he 9 5 


| abs, hir 2 
. 1 are 
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d Vue vondered, 324! thas he 2 langt 


to hope, s one of his friends had ſome day 


wy 
Meh ad him he heard Wis procured 


check the interer fan pf the Fg H Na 


* B He 


15 mee he ſhould. find. mercy. 3 | 


t bim a Wend.) letter don W . 


PP 


5 mind, to be prepared for TER.” 


| concerned. about. him; 5 and as numbetle 


n 
. He cor ny 1271 When! faw kim on Sun ate 
morning as he lay on his bed, of a a pain in his 
ſide: when _ T aſked him to what cauſe "be 
aſſigned i it, he replied, Lethalis arundb, and 
a deadly arrow indeed. He was frequently 
Mid, his own requeſt, by a a ſenſible and 
pious miniſter, and with this gentleman and | 
the unfortunate. doctor 1 ſpent many { ſcrious: 
urs. After the effects of the firſt 7 15 
had, ſubſided, he became more compoſ 
and. his. mind in general intent upon 1 5 | 


upy 3 
reateſt concern which can occup 2 bu n 
TB 0 


„As his $f: here in life bad rendered bin 
an, object of the attention, of all claſtes of ; 6 
men, many ſerious minds Were a 4 


ſtories were ee, and beli eved to. "his 
diſhonour, a torrent of letters, poured in upon 


h partly, fi rom religious ſenfible people, 
partly from 1 e eflons who had 


iy 6» 


05 e iNs WIG knowledg e. Beide all this, 


Wen HEY Phy doctrine FAD upon Him 
in books and letters, as right « diſtreſs and 
perplex any human being ; ; and indeed forme 
of theſe letters were written in ſuch a manner 


ns . 


l 


25 | betrayed. the incapacity of the writers to 
be of any uſe to a perſon of his knowledge 
| and character. He was alſo viſited by perſons 
of very different ſentiments and complexions, 
but always mentioned his ſatisfaction when 
viſited by men of ſenſe and piety. Among 
others, he ſpoke reſpectfully of Mr. Welley, 
anch. likewiſe of Mr. Romaine, who paid bim 
2 * A ſhort time before his death : from 
the, laſt of theſe gentlemen he received pe- 
culiar” comfort, and ſaid that they me 
mutually | fatisfied.. He frequently appeared 
to have a deep ſenſe of his paſt offences; 
and expreſſed, when he reflected upon the 
reat love of God in the cer of the 
world through Chriſt, his unworthinefs,” and 
reat abhorrence of his ingratitude towards 
10 Hit havin 1 ne from him and his 


£4 76+} .4 


divine pops: - this he often did with tears. 
He frequently: bemoaned his having brought 
ſuch. 1 8 upon religion, and u} on the 
ſacred. function; 3 and declared Wit great 
50e that if he could! Me oft the offence 
be had thus given, he would gladly ſubidit 

10; e greateſt t tortures ; and would father die 
4h; han f return into the world again to offend! his 


od, f act inconſiſtent with Bis holy Wil 1. 5 
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As. 8 ſeveral , J the orien, inted brad 
againſt him came to my ears, IT.thought it 


incumbeut on me to aſk him ſeveral queſtions 
relative to the truth of them. He anſwered: 


me in ſuch a manner as plainly evineed that 
moſt of them were abſolutely falſe, or greatly 


and inhumanly exaggerated. As he took 


pleaſure to ſpeak with his friend who viſited. 
him frequently with me, not only upon ſpe- 
culative points of divinity, but alſo about his 
own feelings, he often expreſſed his willing 
neſs to die a natural death, but painful appre- 
henſions of a public execution; attended witn 
all the tragic, and yet diſorderly, parade uſual 
in this countty. He ſpoke of the execution 
of others; WhO had ſuffered on account of 
their crimes, and ſaid, he did not think that 
heroiſm was a proper ſtate of mind for ſuch; 


humble hope was the higheſt they could 


aſpire to: heroiſm and triumph belonged to 
Martyrs. He uttered frequently his thank- 
folnels that he bad enjoyed fo, much compo- 


ſure of mind, health, and comfortable reſt 


tree, from any diſtreſſi ing dreams, ſince! his 
confinement; and found himſelf more happy 
after his detection than before. He ſaid, that 
be eſteemed his affliction as a fatherly cor- 
Fbe tenen God, to bring him into thoſe 

Paths 


K 
paths of ane ber which"h had for 
ſome years erred-. ict 01 ortigs much HOY 
The day before Motxteien He mente 
to me what a day of trial it woutd'be; 4s he 
muſt on that day take a final leave of his dear 
wife, to whom he had been married 27 
years, and who, he ſaid, had been remarkably 
affectionate to him throughout that Whole 
period. The ſame evening going into His 
room with his friend, he roſe from His chair, 
and ſaid, Now the bitterneſs of death is Verf! 
I am ready. He then related that he Had 
taken & tender leave of his friends, and from 
is deareſt friend; his wife. He ſaid, *I was: 
much afraid of this ſcene, but it paſſed oẽer 
much eaſier than I could have poſſibly ima” 
gined, and Mrs. Dodd behaved on the oer 
fion better than I reps er we parted as 
thoſe who hope to meet again!“ While 1 
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was gone to the other priſoner, the friend! I 
left with him had ſome very pleaſing” and 4 | | 
moving converſation. To him he declared = 


repeatedly, and yet with deep coitrition, hls | 
readineſs to die, and that” he relied wholly > 
and confidently on the merits of his Lord and wn 
Saviour. When I joined ther again, he _ 
proceeded, in the ſame calm and' pleaſing 
en to "wy this willingneſs to die; 


ſpoke 


— 
* 


{ 
: . - . * 2 
— , . ,.. 
D r 

— 2 
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poke of the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
with peculiar energy, and with ſuch a ſenſe 
of his own un worthineſs, as;was a proof that 
he was ſincere, and that his reſignation . to 
the execution of juſtice, was, not at all diſ- 
ſembled, but genuine. He praiſed hy Lon 
' for. the great work of redemption, by w 
ſinners could be ſaved; and compared the | 
great. difference between the death of "the 
moſt renowned Heathens, WhO loſt. all 1 
of their evil actions, and that of the humble, 
gontrite Chriſtian, who ſaw at one view 15 
wiſdom, holineſs, and juſtice of God,. and d af, 
aa ſame time, his infinite love 18 m £ 77 55 in 
th e e ſalvation of ſinners by Jeſus Ch Cl Iriſt 8 _He 
had ſometimes expreſſed his thought ts, about 
our penal laws, t that they d were too fangui- 


2 TORRE 


ary z chat ey were againſt, not only the 
BT © 7 2 but of d th at his 


an 


40, which he ways declared to be 1 


# # $83 9.21 Ir] 991 


but t by W. hich 1c never. int end; d 18 "Injure 
94 575 individh al; and Mat us the public 


* 2 4: 


bad f forgiven | him, he thoug ht be might 15205 


been P Pardoned. But now Spe ald Alk thefe 


own caſe was hard, that he e hold dle for An 


0 73 


thoughts touching himſelf alide, though he 
nh think 1 in the e fame wet of 
the pena al laws't to his end. e a 


Upon 


\ 


(un) 
vpe n the coming in of a Kuhfol und 
lead friend, and a clergyman, he (aid; 
among other tHings, „1 habe tequeſted of 
my friends to-day what J now requeſt allo 
of you. It is poſſible” that, after my death! 
ſome of my kind friends who have b bar 
neſtly ſolicited my pardon, but in vain, and 
others, 1 may « char; ge the king and his coun- 
ers with, cruelty, and uſe improper ! lan 
0 lag 28e, out of love to me; make it known! 
11 declare this to be far from my though als 
15 ve and honour the king ; T doubt not This 
humanity : : he and his counſelt6rs have ated 
according t to Juſtice, and bis Majeſty Would 
have extended mercy, if he could* have 
A thought i it Conliſtent with the welfare of the 
n en. He t len lifted u up His Is 5 5 0 bor 
91] Nies 300] 

2 yed, 47 | \mighty God, thou K 1 
ings, FP; bes Wh gracious king, 105 15 t an 
{tr N him mM, , | <ſtabliſh” his TEND 
rig hreouſnels 53 give peace i in his day, 1 

ke e ang end of, dilſenſion, a] put a ſtop to 
reſent unnatural. war. ive his co 
115 -wildom, and bleſs weir. 899 5 
a friend and clergyman. having [taken 
leave, we went to prayer, Jucin which þ he 
” ſhed many tears. When POT FRE en 11 


Foy 


he ſaid, being: ſtill on his knees, O Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt, let a poor ſinner yet ſpeak unto 
thee, though unworthy : O. ſtrengthen my 
faith,” comfort and ſupport me, have mercy 
upon me, and forgive me my ſins, for the 
* of thy holy, precious blood. Abba, 


In ſhort, his whole deportment this even- 
ing was humble and calm, and beſpoke a con- 
| fidence of his future happineſs. He ſaid, that 

i if the Lord would leave it to his choice to be - 
now annihilated, by which means all would 
be over, or that he ſhould die, and ſtand the 
chance of eternal life or eternal miſery, he 
would not give up his hope of the glorious 
inheritance, no, not for ten thouſand worlds. | 

On the morning of his death I went to him, 
with the Rev. Mr. Dobey, chaplain of the 
Magdalen, who he had deſired to attend bim 
to the PSs of execution. He appeared com- 


nr 


been 3 he faid he had had 15 ame 
comfortable ſleep, by which he ſhould be "the 
better enabled to perform his duty. 8 MW. 
As we went from his room in our way 
the chapel, we were joined by his friend, who 
had ſpent the foregoing evening with him, 
and alſo by another 3 When we 


Were 
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were in the veſtry adjoining to te. chape 


* 


he exhorted his fellow. ſufferer, "who bat 
_ attempted to deſtroy himſelf, but had been : 


prevented by the ' vigilance of the keeper. 
He ſpoke to him with great tenderneſs and. 
emotion of heart, entreating him to conſider 
that he had but a ſhort time to live, and that 
it Was highly neceſſary that he, as well as 
himſelf, made good uſe of thelr time, im 
plored pardon of God under a deep ſenſe of 
fin, and looked to that Lord by whole merits 
alone fingers could be ſaved. He defired me. 
to call i in the other gentlemen, who likewiſe 
aſll ſted. him to move the heart of the poor 
youth, but the Doctor s words and exhorta- 
tions were the moſt pathetic and effectual. ; 
He lifted u up. his hands, and cried e out, = oy 0 
Lotd cus, "have mercy upon us, and give, / 
O'pive un to bim, my fellow finner, | that. as 
we ſuffer together, we may $0 together to 
hedben! "His'&6 nverſatior on to this | poor y 2outh | 
was 10 11555 that tears flowed from che 
eyes of all preſen t.. 
When we went into o che chapel te prager 
ard the holy communion, true contrition and | 
wartiith of devotion appeared evident Pe 
throughout the whole ſervice. After it was 
NT nr ended, * 


( 418 ) 1 
ended, he again addreſſed himſelf to Harris 
in the moſt moving and perſuaſive manner, 
and not. without. effect; for he declared that 
he was glad he had not made away with 
himſelf, and faid he was eaſier, and hoped 
he ſhould now go to heaven. The Doctor 
told him how Chriſt had ſuffered for them; 
and that he himſelf was a greater ſinner han 
he, as he had ſinned more againſt light and 
conviction, and therefore his guilt was greater; 
and that as he was confident that mercy was 
ſhewn to his ſoul, ſo he ſhould look to Chriſt, 
and truſt in his merits. 

He prayed God to bleſs his friends who 
were preſent with him, and to give his bleſling 
to all his brethren the clergy; that he would 
pour out his Spirit upon them, and make them 
true miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and that they 
might follow the divine precepts of their hea- 
venly Maſter. Turning to one who ſtood 
near him, he ſtretched out his hand, and ſaid, 
Now, my dear friend, ſpeculation is at an 
end; all muſt be real! What poor ignorant 
beings we are! He prayed for the Magda- 
lenes, and wiſhed they were there, to hog Tor 


8 bim the 223 Pſalm. | 


Aſter 


CF 
Aſter we had waited ſome time for tho 
officers, he aſked what o'clock it was; and 


| being told that it was half an hour after eight, 
he ſaid,” © I wiſh they were ready, for I long 
He requeſted of his friends, 
who were in tears about him, to pray for him; 
to which he was anſwered by two of them, 


2, 


to be gone. 


e We pray more than language can utter.” 
He replied, I believe it.“ 
At length he was ſummoned to go down 
into a part of the yard which is incloſed from 
the reſt of the gaol, where the two unhappy 


convicts and the friends of the Doctor were 


alone. On his ſeeing two priſoners looking 
out of the windows, he went to them, and 
exhorted them fo pathetically, that they both - 


wept abundantly. He ſaid once; I am noẽw 


a ſpectacle to men, and ſhall ſoon be a en 
to angels... 

Jo e heriff 8 ona came wi 
the halters, one who was walking with him 
told him that there was yet a little ſolemnity, 
he muſt paſs through before he went out. 
He aſked, © What is that?” © You will be 
bound. He looked up, and ſaid, Vet Jam 


free, my freedom is there, pointing upwards. | 
He bore it with Chriſtian patience, and be- 


yond what might have been expected; and 
C 2 when 
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when the men offered to ans tying his 
hands, he deſired them to do their duty, and 
thanked them for their kindneſs.æ After he 
was bound, I offered to aſſiſt him with my 
arm in conducting him through the yard, 
where ſeveral people were aſſembled to ſee 
him; but he replisd with ſeeming pleaſure, 
* No! I am as firm as a rock.“ As he paſſed 
along the yard, the ſpectators and priſoners 
wept ben him; and he, in return, 
prayed God to bleſs them. f 

On the way to execution he conſoled him- 
ſelf in reflecting and ſpeaking on what Chriſt 
had ſuffered for him ; lamented the depravity 
of human nature, which made ſanguinary 


; laws necc{ary ; and ſaid he could gladly have 
died in the priſon- cd. ay Being led out to 
public execution tended greatly to diſtreſs - 
hig, Is deſired me to read to him the 


3 lt Pfalm, and alſo pointed out an admirable 
penitential prayer from Roffell's Priſoner s Di- 


rector. He prayed again for the king, and 
likeyvilg for the people. 


* It was don in the paſſage leading to the chapel, 
>, Order of Mr. Akerman the keeper, to prevent his 
pas 2 Sed at; to whom he deſired 1 would reaurg _ 
n e mc ere thanks tor all his © Civiiities to Bm, even to 


fait, | =o 
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When he came near the ſtreet where he 


formerly dwelt, he was much affected, and 
wept. He ſaid, probably his tears would ſeem 


to be the effect of cowardice, but it was a 
weakneſs he could not well help; and added, b 


he hoped he was going to a better home. 
When he arrived at the gallows, he aſcend- 


ed the cart, and ſpoke to his fellow- ſufferer. 
He then prayed, not only for himſelf, but alſo 


for his wife, and the unfortunate youth that 


ſuffered with him; and declaring that he died 


in the true faith of the goſpel of Chriſt, in 
perfect love and charity with all mankind, 


and with thankfulneſs to his friends, he was f 
launched into eternity, imploring mercy for 


his ſoul for the ſake of his bleſſed Redeemer. 


He delivered to me the following declara- 
tion, which he intended ſhould have been read 
for him by me at the place of execution ; but 


it being thought that it could not poſlibly be 
heard by the multitude, it was omitted. 
] therefore here give it to the Public. | 
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Dr. Nen ſolemn Declaration. ; 


T o the words of ging men gs: has 
always been paid. I am brought 
hither to ſuffer death for an act of fraud, of 
which I canfeſs' myſelf guilty with ſhame 
ſuch as my former ſtate of lifę naturally 
produces, and I hope with ſuch forrow as 
He, to whom the heart is known, will not 
diſtegard. I repent that I have violated the 
laws by which peace and confidence are'eſta- 
bliſhed among men; I repent that I have 
attempted to injure my fellow- creatures; and 
I repent that I have brought difgrace upon 
my order, and diſcredit upon religion: but 
my offences againſt God are without name or 
number, and can admit only of general con- 
feſſion and general repentance.—-Grant, 
almighty God, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that my repentance, however late, however ; 
imperfect, may not be in vain. 
The little good that now remains in my 
power, is to warn others againſt thoſe temp- 
tations ana which I have. been ſeduced. I 
have 
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have always ſinned againſt convidtion; 3 my 
principles have never been haken; I have 
always conſidered the Chriſtian religion as 
a revelation from God, andꝭ its divine Author 
as the Saviour of the world; but the laws 
of God, though never diſowned by me, 
have often been forgotten. 1 Was led aſtray 
from religious ſtrictneſs by the delufion of 
ſhew - and the delights of voluptuouſneſs, 
I never knew or attended to the calls of fru- 
gality, or the needful minuteneſs of gr ot 
oeconomy. Vanity and pleaſure, into which 
5 plunged, required expence diſproportionate 
to my income; expence brought diſtreſs up- 
on me, and diſtreſs, importunate . 
urged me to temporary fraud. 11 1:1 | 
For this fraud I am to die; and I die 10 
claring in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
however J have deviated from my own pre- 
cepts, I have taught others, to the beſt of 
my knowledge, and with all ſincerity, the 
true way to eternal happineſs. My life, for 
ſome few unhappy years paſt, has been 
dreadfully erroneous, but my miniſtry has 
been always ſincere. I have conſtantly be: 
lieved, and I now leave the world ſolemnly | 
avowing my Os: that there is no other 
name .Y 


and I entreat 
me in my laſt ng 
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are here to join with 
that, for the ſake of 


ſins may for- 
into his ever- 
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